Respect for the Rule of Law and Human Rights

The respect for the rule of law and human rights as a sine qua non for democracy and good governance has been grossly violated over the years, thereby undermining the integrity of Sierra Leone among the comity of civilised nations.  A nation looking forward to democratic good governance should be equipped with a legal system that guarantees equality before the law, respect for human dignity, equitable distribution of economic resources, enforcement of law and order, and the provision of social, political, legal and economic conditions necessary for decent living.  In the light of this, Sierra Leoneans aspire for the respect for the rule of law and human rights.

Periodic Free and Fair Elections

The political system in Sierra Leone has been beset by over two decades of authoritarian rule, violence at elections, intimidation, partisan and non-independent electoral commissions, thereby denying the people the full right to exercise their franchise in a fair and transparent manner.  Therefore, in order to ensure an electoral system and process that is representative, transparent and reflective of the interests of the electorate, Sierra Leoneans aspire for periodic free and fair elections.

Broad-Based Political System

As a remedy to political instability, resulting from ethnicity and political violence, regional alienation, it is believed that a broad-based political system will represent a form of compromise among our numerous competing tribes, and promote greater equality of representation in national governance.  It is also the general consensus that a broad-based political system will encourage dialogue, promote peace, and ensure national unity.  Based on these considerations, Sierra Leoneans aspire for a broad-based political system that reflects their desire for a full sense of nation-hood based on national unity, peace and solidarity among all tribes and regions. This will ensure the hegemony of the nation over the tribe or region.

 Few and Strong Nationally-Based Political Parties

There is no doubt that the multi-party system offers an opportunity for a greater and active participation in politics, enhances freedom of association and competition than the hitherto one-party system.  However, the existing 

proliferation of political parties based on tribal or regional sentiments is incapable of addressing serious national issues, and therefore cannot meet the minimal requirement for democratic good governance.   For this reason, Sierra Leoneans aspire for an ideal number of two or three strong and nationally-based political parties that represent diverse interests and capable of providing a counterweight to government.

Well-Trained, Disciplined, Motivated and Loyal Security Forces

At independence, Sierra Leone inherited a well-disciplined security forces, in particular the police and the military.  As it were, their careers depended solely upon loyalty to the state, and not to the whims and caprices of the incumbent government nor to a particular tribe, region or class.  Recruitment and promotion were based on integrity, education, physical fitness and other institutional criteria.  

The discipline and loyalty of the security forces came into disrepute as result of the politicisation of the various institutions, which culminated in the first military coup in 1967, and subsequent coups and counter coups.  Compounding this malaise of lack of commitment and indiscipline were poor conditions of service, lack of funding, poor training facilities, out-dated and inadequate equipment, poor recruitment procedures, and more importantly corruption and mismanagement.  

The recent experiences of the war and the poor conduct of the forces in prosecuting it has caused a loss of confidence of the people in the forces capability to provide national security, peace and stability.  Thus, in their quest for sustainable peace and security, Sierra Leoneans aspire for a well-trained, disciplined, well-equipped, motivated and loyal security forces.

Corrupt–Free Society 

Corruption is pervasive in Sierra Leone to the extent that it is now being perceived as an easy means of acquiring wealth, in spite of its damaging consequences to the country.  Power-holders at all levels and public functionaries alike, use various corrupt devices to acquire wealth at expense of the state and the people in order to satisfy their insatiable desires to raise their social status.  The conspicuous consumption and display of such ill-gotten wealth, no doubt breeds envy.  Corruption may thus be considered as an underlying factor for social and political instability in Sierra Leone.  It is against this background that Sierra Leoneans aspire for a corrupt free society.  That is, a society free of bribery, embezzlement of state funds, and the use of official position and power for personal gains.

D.
ENVIRONMENT DOMAIN

Environmental Sustainability

The environment is the repository of natural resources, which are exploited for national development and human livelihood.  As such, the universal concern for universal sustainability is built around the need for balancing the challenge of national development with the imperatives for sustainable exploitation of natural resources and maintenance of environmental quality. In the case of Sierra Leone, pervasive poverty, limited sources of energy alternatives, for domestic use, imperatives of traditional farming practices, uncontrolled mining activities, uncoordinated land use patterns for housing and infrastructural development, and above all the vagaries of the ten-year war have contributed to extensive environmental degradation.  However, cognizance of the need to create a balance between sustaining their livelihoods and the concern for environmental protection, Sierra Leoneans aspire for “sustained exploitation and utilisation of natural resources, maintenance of environmental quality and its aesthetics”.   The following are an embodiment of the above aspiration: 

· A Well-Planned, Clean, and Beautiful Country

· Sustained Exploitation of Natural Resources 

· Re-Location of the Capital City and Upgrade the Regional Headquarter Towns to City Status.

A Well-Planned, Clean and Beautiful Country

Considering the poor sanitary conditions in the country, which is believed to contribute to the poor health of much of the population, the growing number of congested and overcrowded slums and informal settlements with inadequate facilities for solid and liquid waste disposal, the incompatible land use pattern, the disorderly and haphazard development and growth of the urban and sub-urban areas, Sierra Leoneans therefore aspire for a well-planned, clean and beautiful country that will ensure not only a healthy nation but also attract tourists and potential investors.

Sustained Exploitation of Natural Resources 

Sierra Leone depends largely on its natural resource endowment for sustainable growth and development. However, the uncontrolled exploitation, smuggling/poaching and overexploitation over the years have significantly dwindled the natural resource base with a concomitant repercussion on public revenues.  Furthermore, pressures mainly from farming, urban and rural wood fuel demands, national logging, physical infrastructure development, cattle grazing, bush fires and mineral mining have caused extensive deforestation, land degradation, loss of wildlife and biodiversity.  Similarly, unrestricted exploitation of the marine and mineral resources has diminished the fisheries and mineral deposits.  In view of these concerns, Sierra Leoneans aspire for sustained exploitation and utilization of their natural resources to satisfy the needs of present and future generations.  
Creation of A New Capital City and Upgrading the Regional Headquarter Towns to City Status

In the immediate post-colonial years, Freetown was a clean, beautiful and attractive city, with a breath-taking peninsular mountains basked in a beautiful mix of colours exuberated by tropical plants.  Its well layed out buildings, drainages, roads and streets and above all, its abundant open spaces for recreation and relaxation made it the envy of many other West African states.  Over the years, however, poor town planning and land use patterns, population growth, poverty, corruption and mismanagement, have resulted in the uncoordinated growth and claustrophobic appearance of the city.  Consequently, the city is over congested with houses constructed right up to the building line, narrow and poorly arranged roads and streets, substandard housing designs, no open spaces separating residential areas from commercial and industrial establishments, as well as poor drainage and waste disposal systems. Compounding these problems is the location of Freetown between the Atlantic Ocean and the Peninsular Hills, which leaves little or no scope for expansion to cope with the growing population and infrastructural development.    Furthermore, in order to ease the pressure on the capital city due to over-centralisation, as well as improving the poor state of the regional headquarter towns, the nation aspires for the creation of a new capital city and upgrading the regional headquarter towns to city status.

E.
CULTURE DOMAIN

Sierra Leone is blessed with a rich and diverse cultural heritage.  However, colonialism and imported concepts of modernisation have led to considerable loss of its time-honoured values and traditions.  Presently, it is at the crossroads of both domestic and foreign cultures, with the latter creating a threat to indigenous cultures.  The resultant effect is felt in the low esteem for cultural values and beliefs, aping foreign cultures, anti-social behaviour and other negative cultural practices. The fact that culture can play a significant role in unifying a nation, there is a need to nurture the seeds of a shared national culture that maintains the social and ethical fibre of the nation.  This will enhance equality, civility, solidarity and responsibility.

Given these considerations and the fact that no nation can survive in unity if constantly threatened by negative value systems in all its traditional norms, values and institutions, Sierra Leoneans therefore aspire for the following in order to attain national integration:

· Respect, Preserve, Protect and Promote Indigenous Culture

· Developed and Decentralised Tourism Industry

· A God-fearing and Loving Society 

Respect, Preserve, Protect and Promote Indigenous Culture

The protection and preservation of a country’s culture is essential not only for nation building, but also for the projection of its image internationally. It is therefore incumbent on Sierra Leone to preserve and protect the positive aspects of its cultural practices among all its ethnic groups in order to promote and strengthen inter-ethnic understanding for national unity; while preservation will lead to fruitfulness, continuous renewal and deepening of national cultural heritage and values for future generations.

This aspiration also presupposes the development of a strong sense of cultural identity, through the establishment and improvement of cultural institutions, eliminating the tendency of low esteem for cultural values and beliefs, as well as negative cultural practices such as widow and property inheritance, gender discrimination, neglect of vulnerable groups and harmful aspects of foreign culture.

A God-Fearing and Loving People 

Sierra Leone is a secular state with a constitution that provides for religious freedom.  Religion plays a significant role in moulding individual behaviour and upholding moral and spiritual values. Sierra Leoneans strongly believe in the existence of a supreme being, The Almighty God, in whose hands they vested their destiny as evidenced in the local parlance “God Dae” (meaning there is a Just and Supreme God), serving as a symbol of their faith in and fear of God. With this attribute, Sierra Leoneans demonstrated patriotism, kindness and compassion, peace, love and unity, honesty and sincerity, tolerance and respect for human rights.

Over the years, however, poverty, greed, deprivation, corruption and mismanagement and injustice have forced a departure from the “God Dae Syndrome” and the fear of God to ungodly practices such as selfishness, extreme individual rivalries and jealousies, intolerance, disrespect for human rights, “Pull-Him/Her Down (PHD)” syndrome and immoral behaviour.  It is also believed that the nature of atrocities committed during the rebel war such as arson, gang-raping, maiming, brutal killings and massacres, are clear manifestations of the nation’s departure from God.

Desirous of a corrupt-free and morally up-right society, Sierra Leoneans aspire for a god-fearing and loving society.

Developed and Decentralised Tourism Industry

Sierra Leone is reputed to have a high potential for the establishment of a flourishing tourism industry because of its excellent climate, broad-range of vegetative zones, several wildlife parks and forest reserves, long stretch of sandy beaches on the Atlantic Ocean, several rivers and lakes and beautiful islands and mountain peaks.  The country is also known for its beautiful traditional arts and crafts, including the country cloth, gara, tie-dye, wood-carvings and sculpture.

In spite of this immense tourism potential, the country has not been able to develop a sustainable tourism industry due to number inhibiting factors.  Some of these include inadequate funding and trained manpower, absence of a clear policy framework including incentives to promote private sector participation in the sector; land acquisition problem; disruptions and destruction to infrastructures and facilities caused by the civil conflict; inadequate and over-centralized tourism infrastructure and facilities; inadequate international promotion capacity.  

It is against this background that Sierra Leoneans aspire for a developed and decentralized tourism industry that will contribute meaningfully to the country’s socio-economic and cultural development, and assist to improve the image and status of the country among the community of nations.

F.
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DOMAIN

Sierra Leone lags behind in the development and utilisation of advancements in science and technology. Production, business, information and communication technologies, which are vital for facilitating economic growth and development, are largely underdeveloped.  Given its rich natural resource base and the desire for modernisation, Sierra Leoneans aspire for a “Science and Technology driven nation by the year 2025”.  Specifically, they aspire for the following:

· Modernised Agricultural Production, Processing and Marketing Systems

· Developed, Efficient, Accessible and Affordable Physical Infrastructures.

· Adequate, Well-Developed and Fully Supported Science and Technology Institutions.

Modernised Agricultural Production, Processing and Marketing Systems.

The agricultural sector, including food and cash crops, livestock, fisheries and forestry, forms the backbone of the Sierra Leone economy.  Despite its dominant role, overall productivity and output in the sector has remained low and its development hampered largely by the pervasive use of rudimentary technologies.  The situation is further exacerbated by low land use, prevalence of pests and diseases, low soil fertility, low crop diversification and 

intensification, poor farming practices, inadequate skilled manpower and extension services, low farm-gate prices and credit structures, poor production-industry linkages and low private sector investment and the rebel war.

It is against this background that Sierra Leoneans aspire to the modernisation of agricultural production, processing and marketing systems food self-sufficiency and, the quality and range of exports.

Developed, Efficient, Accessible, Affordable and Decentralised Physical Infrastructures

It is generally accepted that a well-developed physical infrastructure is a pre-requisite for sound economic growth and development.  Sierra Leone’s physical infrastructures, including, shelter, transport (roads, rail, sea and air), communications, energy and power, are all grossly inadequate, dilapidated and poorly maintained. The appalling state of these infrastructures largely explains the slow pace of the country’s socio-economic development.  The available economic infrastructures are not only inadequate, but also not accessible to the vast majority of the population, particularly those living in the rural and sub-urban areas.   It is in this regard that Sierra Leoneans aspire for:

· A Developed, Efficient, Accessible, Affordable and Decentralised Physical Infrastructures; and

· Adequate, Well-Developed and Fully Supported Science and Technology Institutions

Underpinning these broad aspirations are the urge for the following:

Nation-Wide Availability and Affordability

In their urge for an equitable distribution of the nation’s resources and the need to close the poverty gap among different segments of the population, it is incumbent that basic physical infrastructural facilities are provided for all at affordable costs. This aspiration aims at achieving, among others, maximum exploitation and utilisation of natural resources, balanced industrial and urban development, and improved quality of life for all.

Utilisation of Modern and Appropriate Technologies

In order to increase productivity and efficiency, Sierra Leoneans aspire for the acquisition and utilisation of modern and appropriate technologies.  Such technologies must be cost-effective, safe, environmentally and user friendly, taking into consideration the needs of people with disabilities. 

Sound Management and Maintenance
Aware of the fact that corruption, mismanagement and lack of a maintenance culture, are major causes for the deplorable state of the country’s infrastructure, Sierra Leoneans therefore aspire for the sound management and maintenance of infrastructural facilities and services.  This aspiration also requires that those with the highest stake in a specific facility or service participate actively in its operations, management and maintenance.  This brings into focus the crucial role of both public and private sector operators.

1.
A Developed, Efficient, Accessible, Affordable and Decentralised Physical Infrastructures

The following are the specific aspirations regarding the development of the country’s infrastructure:

(a)
Shelter

The people aspire for permanent housing for all in the form of, low cost housing and home mortgage schemes that are constructed with affordable local building materials. Such housing should be healthy, safe and secure, with amenities such as electricity, clean and safe drinking water, sanitation and waste disposal systems and communication.

(b)      Transport

The availability of adequate transport infrastructure is regarded as a prerequisite for national economic development, poverty eradication, attraction of private investments, and the facilitation of regional economic integration and international trade. It is within this context that Sierra Leoneans aspire for a modern, integrated, efficient and safe transport system with modes that complement one another.

(c)
Roads

Year-round accessibility of roads throughout the country, as well as paved/tarmac roads leading to all district headquarter towns, important trading centres and other large human settlements are the aspirations of the people. 

(d)
Railway
In order to facilitate internal and regional trade as well as rural development, Sierra Leoneans aspire for a modern rail network that is compatible with networks in neighbouring states in terms of gauge and axle-load. 

(e)
Air Transport
Sierra Leoneans aspire to a modern air transport system that will convert the country into a regional hub given the strategic location of the country in the region. They also aspire to upgrading the existing international airport and provincial airstrips, as well as creating free ports and export processing zones with in-land cargo reception centres and warehouses.

(f)    Water Transport
Sierra Leoneans aspire to the availability of modern and accessible port facilities and coastal and in-land waterway transport services nation wide.   They also aspire to the creation of free ports, jetties and large export processing zones to facilitate local development and enhance regional and international trade.

(g)
Information and Communications
Taking cognizance of the pivotal role of information and communications technologies, Sierra Leoneans aspire for a modern, efficient, affordable and accessible information and communication systems throughout the country.  

(h)
Energy and Power

In recognition of the tremendous negative impact of the nations’ over-dependence on fossil fuel generating plants and fuel-wood, Sierra Leoneans aspire to the evolution of an energy mix that is cost-effective, environmentally friendly and optimises the utilisation of natural resources. Specifically, they aspire for improved efficient generation and utilisation of the existing energy and power sources, rural electrification and maximum use of hydroelectric power while minimising the use of fuel-wood and charcoal. In addition, they aspire for the development of other renewable energy sources such as solar, biogas and wind that are clean and reliable.

2.   Adequate, Well-Developed and Fully Supported Science and   Technology (S&T) Institutions.
The many advances in S&T have had very little impact in addressing the pressing development problems of the country due to the limited human and institutional capacities of the existing Research and Development institutions.  Consequently, Sierra Leoneans aspire for “adequate, well-developed and fully supported S&T institutions”.  Critical elements of this aspiration are:

· Well distributed, technologically efficient, innovative and competitive industries

· Effective research and development capabilities

· Adequate, well developed and highly motivated Scientists and Technologists in all fields of production and human endeavours.

CONCLUSION

The national aspirations were obtained through the popular participation and the process stimulated exchange of views among participants, taking into consideration future bearing events, major actors, critical uncertainties, trends and the nation’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. From these aspirations, it clearly evident that the development challenges facing Sierra Leone are enormous, in terms of resources (financial and human capacity).  This therefore calls for a conscious and committed effort in the management and utilisation of the nation’s resources, as well as the formulation of policies and programmes that are pertinent for the attainment of the nation’s aspirations.
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