CHAPTER SEVEN

NATIONAL VISION

A vision is a statement of a nation’s long-term goals and perception of how to achieve those goals.  It is formulated from the national aspirations of the people.  A good national vision has the following attributes:

· It is participatory

· It is shared and cherished by all

· It is arrived at through national consensus

· It generates national pride, dignity, hope and sense of purpose

· It unifies the people

· It points to a realistic, achievable and interesting future

· It gives a simple image of the desired future

· It is based on an analysis of the current situation of the country

· It initiates the process of development by mobilising national resources and people’s energies towards the achievement of the vision.

Sierra Leone’s National Vision is in two parts.  The first part is encapsulated in a folktale told by an old illiterate wise man in one of the consultative workshops.  The story is simple, vivid, memorable, and realistic.  It also gives an insight into the country’s past, present and future.  More importantly, it is a story that every Sierra Leone can identify with.  The second part is a synthesis of the first.  The story reads”

“Once upon a time, in a village called Unity, there lived a peaceful and hardworking family.  The father was called Honesty, the mother Discipline, their son Justice and daughter Freedom.  With Honesty, Discipline, Justice and Freedom were abundant food, continuous power and water supply, good roads, quality education and health services, strong economy, peace and freedom.  

Sadly, for thirty long years, a vicious war was waged on Honesty, Discipline, Justice and Freedom, causing them to flee the country.  In Honesty’s place were put dishonesty, bribery, corruption and mismanagement. Discipline was replaced by indiscipline, disrespect for law and order and disregard for the rule of law.  The son Justice was replaced by injustice, nepotism, tribalism, and gross human right violations; while the daughter Freedom was replaced by oppression, marginalisation and discrimination.

Consequently, the once prosperous and peaceful village, Unity was renamed Disunity. In Disunity village were found poverty, hunger, sickness, unemployment, rivalry, insecurity and conflict, massive illiteracy, abuse of power, poor roads and transportation, shortage of fuel, power and water supplies, and increased dependence on foreign assistance.

From the above, my vision for Sierra Leone by the year 2025, is bring back Honesty, which will be no fun.  Next, go in search of Discipline, a no child’s play, followed by Justice and Freedom, uphill tasks. Once Honesty, Discipline, Justice and Freedom are successfully restored, Sierra Leone will once more be the paradise in Africa.  Anything falling short of this, my noble vision will remain solidly and forever only a dream”.
From this story and a synthesis of all other aspirations, inter alia, described, it can be proffered that the national vision for Sierra Leone is:

“United People; Progressive Nation; Attractive Country”

The first segment (United People) of the vision statement has its basis from the following aspirations:

· A God-fearing and loving society that respects, preserves, protects and promotes indigenous culture

· A society based on tolerance, democratic values, good governance and respect for the rule of law and human rights

· Gender equality, empowerment and equal opportunity for all

· Developed and efficient social security and welfare system for all.

The second segment (Progressive Nation) derives its basis from the aspirations below:

· A strong, self-reliant and competitive private sector-led economy with strong indigenous participation

· Effective economic and financial management

· Developed and decentralised tourism industry

· A science and technologically driven nation with developed physical infrastructures

· Modernised agriculture for food self-sufficiency and security

· A healthy, well-educated society with high quality of life.

The third and final segment (Attractive Country) depicts the following aspirations:

· Sustained exploitation and utilisation of natural resources, maintain a clean and quality environment and its aesthetics

· Creation of a new, well-planned and beautiful capital city, and upgrading regional headquarter towns to city status.

CONCLUSION

The national vision depicts the aspirations of Sierra Leoneans for the long-term development of the country.  For a country that is just emerging from war, this national vision is an indispensable tool for sustainable peace and development.  Its achievement, however, would require the concerted effort and commitment of the political leadership and all Sierra Leoneans.  Any attempt to deviate from any aspect of this vision could lead the country to the undesirable scenario of political instability, economic decline and poverty

